Development and implementation of a program for offenders with developmental disabilities.
The need for a comprehensive range of services for persons with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities who enter the criminal justice system has been well-established. However, such services are unavailable to most offenders with developmental disabilities. Here we describe the services of one agency devoted to this population. Established in 1990, this agency has provided education and training to over 1,500 professionals, answered over 1,000 information and referral questions, and provided direct services to over 600 offenders with developmental disabilities. Recommendations for developing and implementing similar programs are offered. Areas addressed include assessing need, funding, composition of boards of directors, program philosophy, selection of program services, staffing, the referral process, and program evaluation.